STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Draft Minutes for October 16, 2008

Members Present:  Dave Barnicle, Chairman; Donna Grehl, Frank Damiano and Ed Goodwin.  

Members Absent:  Dave Mitchell, Vice-Chairman

Also Present:  Erin Jacque (EJ), Conservation Agent, Peter Aspesi, Marilyn Aspesi, Gary Muratoure, Arthur Allen, Brian Waterman, Mike Maguire and John Henson (not signed in). 

DB – OPEN MEETING

CPA, Zoning Study Committee, and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· Approval of Minutes- (Tabled to next meeting)

· EG stated for FY 2009 the Town of Sturbridge CPA funds were matched 96.87% from the state.  EG stated that they purchased the Fairview Park Rd. land for $11,000.00.  EG stated they are working on a flyer.  EG stated they sent a letter to Jim Malloy requesting information on the monies for cleanup.

· EJ stated when she did a site visit with Division of Fisheries and Wildlife one of their concerns was that there are 2 rustic “lean to’s” on the OSV property on the opposite side of Camp Robinson Crusoe and also the old stable on the hill.  EJ stated they would like the Commission to set a goal for removal if there are monies available.  EJ stated Division of Fisheries and Wildlife suggested knocking the structures down and allowing them to decompose.  

· DB stated we need a complete evaluation on the condition of the stables because we’re looking at the possibility of rebuilding the stables and creating  a horse back riding trail.

· EG stated Jim Malloy/Selectmen wants to meet with CPC for more funds from them for the Town Hall.

Walk-ins:

300-730:  Gary Muratore at 376 Main Street to present field amendments to Order of Conditions

· EJ stated at the last meeting they had presented some field amendments to their Order of Conditions and the Commission had asked to have a representative come to the meeting this evening to answer some questions and discuss the changes.
· Muratore stated that they waited for a year for the Electric Co. to come and install a pole  and run the lines.  Muratore stated that the Electric Co. ran the line incorrectly so now the electric power is right over the catch basin.  Muratore asked to move the catch basin over 8’ and shift the perforated pipe over.
· DB suggested surrounding the pipe with crushed stone.
· Muratore asked about the 3’x2’x2’ concrete blocks to help with erosion.
· EJ stated their tying into the sides of the building along the edge of the existing curbing.
MOTION:  By DG, seconded by DB to accept the plan in front of them (January 2006) pending                 additional detail.

                    Vote:  3/0
Frank Damiano arrived @ 7:25 p.m.

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA:  Proposed single-family home, septic system, driveway, well and associated site work at 186 New Boston Road.  Green Hill Engineering representing Joseph Boutiette.

Continuance Requested: Publick Hearing continued to 11/06/08 at 7:45 p.m.H
7:45 p.m. Public Hearing – ANRAD DEP 300-785: Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation to confirm resource area boundaries at 7 Allen Road and 277 New Boston Road.  Waterman Design Associates representing Plimpton Meadows Nominee Trust.

· Waterman stated he has 2 sets of revised plans and issued a response letter dated 09/25/08.
· Waterman and Allen explain the hydraulic conditions.
· FD asked EJ to summarize the difference of the 2 plans.
· EJ stated there were a couple of areas that were identified on the plan with the overland flow issues that are non jurisdictional that are now noted on the plans for future reference and there were some minor modifications to some of the boundaries. 
· Allen stated there were minor over land flow and intermittent stream issues and there was one survey and topographic issue.
· EJ stated for the record there’s a corrected page on the ANRAD that she will incorporate into the original.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by EG to accept the notice of resource area of delineation which confirms the resource area boundaries for 7 Allen Rd. And 277 New Boston Rd. as presently found on the Waterman design prints.

                    Vote:  4/0

8:00 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-TBA: Proposal to repair and improve the existing drainage system and driveway of single-family home at 493 Leadmine Road.  Application submitted by Ellen Maguire.

· DB stated from the site visit we came up with a few items they would like to see modified.

· Maguire stated the water that flows down Leadmine is a very steep hill and it comes down to the base of the hill.

· EG suggested some sort of a berm there.

· DB suggested to Maguire that he talk to the guys who will do the paving and tell them you want to do a camelback.

· EJ stated based on the site visit DB had suggested incorporating some rip rap where there is some erosion problems at the water and recommended 2 or 3” stone.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by FD to accept the plan as altered.

                    Vote:  4/0

8:15 p.m. Public Hearing – NOI DEP 300-784: Proposed demolition and reconstruction of single-family residence with associated site work at 32 Goodrich Road.  Jalbert Engineering representing M. Gilhooly.

· Jalbert stated after the site walk on Saturday there were some Commission members that suggested additional erosion controls.  Jalbert stated they are proposing the removal of the pump house itself but will leave the cinderblock retaining wall.  Jalbert stated the disturbed slope will be stabilized.  Jalbert stated they are proposing 2 spaces for off street parking and the retaining wall will be constructed in sequence.  Jalbert stated they will put in a drip line around the perimeter of the proposed residence. 

· Henson (Landscape Architect) stated there will be ground cover on both sides of the stairs as well as other areas, either yellow root or winter creeper.  Henson stated there will be swamp

Azalea’s at the bottom of the proposed wall as well as blueberry.   Henson stated there are 11 trees to be removed and replaced by 10 trees.

· DB stated high bush blueberry works better than low bush.

· FD asked how long the work will take.

· Jalbert stated it will be done by June.

MOTION:  By FD, seconded by EG to approve the modified engineering and landscape plan as presented.

                    Vote:  4/0

9:00 PM OTHER BUSINESS (As Time Allows)

OLD BUSINESS

Review of the Proposals/Quotes for Forest Stewardship Plans on the Leadmine Mountain/OSV Conservation Land

· EJ stated she received 4 quotes that range from $6,800.00-$19,600.00 plus.  EJ explained the quotes from each submittal.
MOTION:  By FD, seconded by DG to approve Clarke Conservation as our forester.

                     Vote:  4/0
NEW BUSINESS

9:15 PM

Request for Certificate of Compliance

300-782: 31 Bennetts Road – McKnight

· EJ stated this is a request for a Certificate of Compliance where a septic system was just installed.  EJ stated she had gone out to the site two weeks ago to see about removing erosion controls in certain areas of the property.  EJ stated she told Buddy Soper yesterday he could remove the hay bales but he had to leave in the silt fence until he got the area established with a little more vegetation.
· DB stated the Conservation Commission has a precedence and that 2 years worth of growth is required before the Commission looks at a Certificate of Compliance.
· EJ stated the site is nearing stability.
MOTION:  By FD, seconded by DG to reject the Certificate of Compliance.

                    Vote:  4/0

Drawdown of Westville Lake

· EJ stated that she was notified by The Army Corp of Engineers that they would be drawing down Westville Lake for testing of piezo meters within the bank of the dam particularly for the dam maintenance purposes and other minor maintenance and they’ll be drawing it down for 5 days and then refilling it.  EJ stated it was an FYI for the Commission.
Tall Pines/Allen Homestead 

· EJ stated that when EcoTec were out there doing an inspection EcoTec saw a portion of the emergency spill way berm was being undermined.  EJ stated Lou Montsouris (owner of the property) sent an engineer out there to do an evaluation of the emergency spill way and recommended repairs to be made.  EJ stated they provided a plan to the Commission and also received comments back from EcoTec which stated they had one concern which is what would be done with the run off during construction.  EJ stated that EcoTec said that the spill way holds a significant amount of water during heavy flow periods so the concern is if this goes too long without being addressed it could be undermined and washed out and cause major damage down stream.  EJ stated she would like to work directly with EcoTec and the engineer (with the Commissions permission) to have them repair this as quickly as possible.  EJ stated she will keep the Commission informed on whatever mitigation the engineer comes up with.  
· DB suggested that EJ discuss the life expectancy of the systems in place and get their input on what to do about it. 
· EJ stated based on response from the engineer, an amendment may be necessary. 
· EG stated we need something formal in the file. 
Mr. Mimeault  

· EJ stated that Mr. Mimeault came to the Building Dept. seeking guidance and was told he would need determination from the Zoning Board and approval from the Conservation Commission.  EJ stated he filed for determination with Zoning and filed for a permit with Conservation.   EJ stated it was approved by Conservation for his 3 car garage and second story workshop and storage area.  EJ stated when he went to Zoning Board of Appeals and they told him he needed a variance.  EJ stated Conservation did not allow him to proceed with clearing the lot or do anything.  EJ stated he has since applied for a variance and been denied by the Zoning Board.
· FD asked what the variance was for.
· EJ stated it’s a non conforming lot so he needed to get a variance in order to build.  EJ stated he did not meet the criteria for receiving a variance.  EJ stated he has provided a letter request and a plan.  EJ stated he is requesting 2 off street parking areas off  South Shore Road and that the Commission allow him to do clearing,  install a driveway and a gravel parking area on that hillside until such time he can resolve with the Zoning Board his issues with completing the garage.  EJ stated she received this tonight at 6:30 p.m.   EJ stated there’s a second plan that shows what was actually approved by the Commission and  the plan that he include with his letter that notates the field amendment.  EJ stated the overall plan would be to install this temporarily until he can work it out.  EJ stated the applicant would like a site visit.
Site visit scheduled for 10/26/08 @ 8:45 a.m.

· Letter Permits

326 The Trail – Tree Removal

· EJ stated this is a request from several meetings ago and the Commission requested a review by an arborist.  EJ stated the arborists evaluation stated that the reason for removal is that the base of the tree is abutting the foundation of the stone patio and will damage the patio if the tree continues to grow.

· The Commission recommends that the patio be adjusted.

· DB stated in the Commissions letter of denial it should state that because the arborist has indicated the tree will be damaged if it continues to grow, the patio needs to be adjusted.

11 Seneca Drive – Retaining wall replacement

· EJ stated she did a site visit and there’s existing block retaining walls at various stages going down the property.  EJ stated at the present time there’s a stone bank armoring on the bank of the lake.  EJ stated Aspesi (the applicant) is proposing to add a block retaining wall at the base where the present armoring is located.  EJ stated they are replacing the wall along the water.  EJ asked how high the wall will be. 

· Aspesi stated the wall will be 4’ high, backfilled with stone on the existing footprint, while trying to straighten it out a bit.

· DG asked if the Aspesi’s wanted to replace it because it’s a hazard.

· Aspesi stated that it’s sinking down all the time so their having to constantly fix it.

· EG asked if there will be a backhoe to remove the stone.

· Aspesi stated yes.  Aspesi stated the wall will be 18-24” below the water.

· EG stated he has concerns about creating a structure at the water’s edge.  EG suggested a 25’ buffer to enhance the lake.

· DB stated the Commission should do a site visit.

Site visit scheduled for 10/26/08 at 8:00 a.m.

286 Big Alum – Tree Removal

· EJ stated in the process of hooking up to water and sewer the DPW went to look at the trench that the applicant had dug for the sewer line and the DPW stated that the sewer line was not going to work the way it had been dug.  The DPW recommended they change the location of the sewer line which would require the removal of two additional trees.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by FD to allow the tree removal.

                    Vote:  4/0 

Request for Field Amendment to Order of Conditions 

300-717 - 271 Holland Road: Raymond Kimball

· EJ stated she received the amended plan from Jalbert Engineering.  EJ stated the contractor installed a stone lined swale and communication was not made to the Conservation Commission prior to the installation of the swale.  EJ stated an as built was provided to the Commission that showed the location of the swale for our approval upon completion of the project.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by FD to accept the changes.

                    Vote:  4/0
MOTION:  Moved by to close by FD, seconded by EG to adjourn at 10:00 p.m.

        Vote:  4/0  
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