                  STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES

 Thursday, January 21, 2010

Senior Center - 480 Main Street - Sturbridge 

Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Chair; Donna Grehl, Vice-Chair; Ed Goodwin, Jeff Bonja, and Wendy Lilly-Hansen.

Members absent: None

Also Present:  Erin Jacque (EJ), Conservation Agent, Cecil R. Jacobs, Leonard Jalbert, Mark Farrel, Kathy Gilha.

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· DG stated there were no lakes advisory committee updates.

· EG stated there had not been an official meeting since the last update, but said that there was a site visit at the Barrett (?) Farm with Fish and Wildlife.  EG and the Commission discussed the property conditions.

Approval of Minutes:

· Tabled to the next meeting.

Walk-ins: None.

7:30 p.m. Public Hearing (public hearing to open 1/21/10) Notice of Intent DEP #300-0822 to construct an addition to a single-family house at 96 South Shore Drive.  Application submitted by Jalbert Engineering on behalf of Kathryn Gliha.

Hearing opened at 7:30 p.m.

· EJ stated that erosion controls appear to appropriately placed, but recommended extending them to the foundation for added protection.  EJ stated that on the site visit she noticed what she thought might be a failed retaining wall (or could also be recent excavation of some kind) that was covered with a tarp.  EJ stated that she recommend that upon removal of the deck and stairs on the east side of the property that the site be immediately stabilized.

· L. Jalbert confirmed that the disturbance in the front yard was as a result of a failed retaining wall that the owner covered to prevent further erosion and collapse. Jalbert stated that the elevation gets higher beyond the proposed work area.

· EG asked about the change in impervious surface with the proposed addition.

· Jalbert stated that the site is currently at 11.76% and after construction will be at 13.24%.  Jalbert stated that the ZBA will be reviewing the project also since it is a non-conforming lot.

· EG stated he would like a site visit before making a decision.

· DB stated he would like to continue the hearing to the second meeting in February to insure the ZBA can review the project before con com makes a decision.

· Jalbert stated that the ZBA wanted con com to review and approve the project prior to their hearing.

Public hearing continued to February 4, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.

Site visit scheduled for Saturday, January 30, 2010 at 8:00 a.m.

7:40 p.m. Public Hearing (public hearing to open 1/7/10) Notice of Intent DEP #300-0819 for construction of a single-family house, driveway, septic and associated work at 109A McGilpin Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Richard DiBonaventura.

Hearing opened at 7:50 p.m.

· M. Farrel stated that he went to the site and took a look at the survey and determined that a portion of the area proposed to be lawn has not yet been cleared.  Farrel stated that he looked at the depressions and does not think they are vernal pools.  Farrel stated that one of the pools was dry and the other was only holding a small amount of water.

· DG stated that those conditions don’t necessarily indicate that it is not a vernal pool.

· EG asked if additional clearing is necessary.

· Farrel stated no, but the new owners would like to have a yard and he sees no reason why the clearing should not be permitted.

· DG stated that wildlife corridors are important and an important feature of the site that need to be protected.

· EG stated that plantings were required as part of the previous enforcement order and if this clearing is permitted to proceed than it would go against the logic of requiring a restoration area.

· WLH stated she has not seen the site and would like a site visit.

Public hearing continued to February 4, 2010 at 7:40 p.m.

Site visit scheduled for January 30, 2010.
8:00 PM OTHER BUSINESS (As Time Allows)

OLD BUSINESS

Feedback from Commission to Open Space Assistant on Adopt-a-Trail program

· EJ asked if the Commission if they had any comments, corrections or recommendations for the Open Space Assistant on the documents provided at the last meeting for the proposed “Adopt-A-Trail” Program.

· JB stated he would like examples of costs or fees that are collected for this type of Program in other communities.

· No other members had comments.

Draft revisions of Sturbridge Bylaw Regulations sent to commission via email for review

· JB asked if the board would be starting back at the beginning of the regulations.

· EJ stated that all changes made thus far were to bring the regulations in line with the state regulatory changes.  EJ stated that other changes were just semantics to clarify issues.  EJ suggested that the Commission take a look at the changes made thus far and read the comments on the changes and make a decision whether we start from scratch or pick up where we left of last year.

NEW BUSINESS

8:15 PM

Request for Certificate of Compliance

DEP 300-774 – 94 South Shore Drive

· EJ stated that minor changes were noted on the plan from that which was approved and the “As-Built” Plan.  EJ stated that changes included the garage not being attached to the house as shown on approved plan, the addition in the rear of the house not being connected on the side of the house, pervious pavers being extended around the house and a pervious paver walkway being added in the area where the addition was not constructed.  EJ stated that these minor changes should have been presented and approved by the commission prior to construction.  EJ stated that changes to the plan do appear to result in less impervious surface overall than what was originally approved and so she didn’t see a problem with issuing the Certificate of Compliance.  EJ also noted that the statement from the engineer does not identify plan changes as required.
MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by JB to issue the Certificate of Compliance.



Vote: 5/0.
Request for Minor Modifications to Orders of Conditions

DEP 300-596 – 264 Brookfield Road/66 Mount Dan Road

· EJ stated that there is an existing Order of Condition on the property.  EJ stated that the Original Order referenced Brookfield Road as the address and she understands the property was since subdivided.  EJ stated that earlier in the year work began without an erosion control inspection or the posting of a DEP file number.  EJ stated that after the site clearing began we received complaints and could find no record of a permit for the property address on Mt. Dan Road and assumed it was a violation.  EJ stated that after repeated attempts to contact the owner the DEP number was posted and she was able to track down the permit.  EJ stated that when the permit was found there were observed issues with a ROW that goes through the property and potential zoning issues that would prevent the issuance of a building permit.  EJ state that eventually contact was made with the owner and they were advised not to proceed with any earthwork or further ground disturbance until the plan could be revised or the Building Inspector was willing to issue the Building Permit.  EJ stated that the owner was informed in writing not to proceed with any further work until these issues could be remedied.  EJ stated that a short time later the owner informed her that stumping had taken place on the property.  EJ stated that she does not have any problem with work proceeding on the site, she is only concerned that the site be excavated and opened up, and is left to sit if the Building Inspector cant issue the permit.  EJ stated that the proposed plan changes under consideration include moving the driveway and relocating the ROW.  

· DB asked where additional tree clearing would take place on the site.

· Farrel stated that the old ROW would be left in a natural state.  

· EJ stated that the movement of the driveway would require a new ROW and additional clearing.

· DB suggested that replacement plantings be required.  

· Farrel stated that trees could not be planted on the sewer line.

· JB stated we should identify where the plantings would be placed and he said he thought that the 25-foot buffer was intact.

· DG stated any mitigating plantings should be closest to the water.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by JB to accept and approve the minor changes to the plan as proposed and require 6 plantings.

Discussion:

· WLH asked if the old ROW would be loamed and seeded, and if so if it would be grass or Conservation mix.  

· DG stated she wanted a site visit because she hadn’t been there in a while.

· EG withdrew the motion.

MOTION:
Moved by EG, seconded by JB  to approve plan as presented.

Discussion:

· DG stated she would like a site visit prior to this plan being approved.  DG stated there might be an opportunity for mitigation close to the lake.

· EG withdrew motion.

Site visit scheduled for January 30, 2010.

Correspondences

Forest Stewardship Plan Approval

· EJ noted that the state approved the Commissions Forest Stewardship Plan in mid December.

UMass Extensions – Keystone Application

· EJ stated she highly encouraged members to apply to attend the program.

Request for Letter of Support for MA Environmental Trust (MET)

· EJ stated that earlier in the day she received a written correspondence from Carol Childress requesting a letter of support for the Fish & Wildlife Grant application to MET.  EJ stated that Carol was also planning another information session on the dam removal at the Library and the Commission was asked to be a co-sponsor.

· EG stated he would like a list of the other projects that are up against F&W for the funding.

· DB stated he would like to hear a motion for the support letter.

MOTION:
Moved by JB, seconded by DG to issue a letter of support from the Conservation Commission for the dam removal on the Millennium project.

· DB stated that he would not be signing the letter.

Vote: 3/2.

· JB asked what Childress was looking for from the Commission for the co-sponsorship, money?

· EJ stated she was not sure, but would find out before the next meeting.

Open Space Update 

· EJ read report from Open Space Assistant.

MOTION:
By EG, seconded by JB to adjourn @ 8:45 p.m.

                    Vote:  5/0.
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