STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
April 15, 2010
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Wendy Lilly Hansen, Ed Goodwin, Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member) and Calvin Montigney (Alternate Member).
Members absent: Jeff Bonja and Donna Grehl. 
Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Tim Bombard, Chris and Kelly Bouchard and Josh Hazen.
7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA, PLAC and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· EG stated CPA met to prepare for the April town meeting.
· EJ stated that LAC is planning on meeting the 28th of April.  EJ stated she spoke with Ted Goodwin about the Commission’s participation in encouraging South Shore Drive residents to get involved with a road association.  EJ stated TG is planning on speaking with the president of QQLA who is also a South Shore Drive resident about how the residents of South Shore Drive can initiate that more independently.
Approval of Minutes:  None.
Walk-ins: 
4 Scotch Pine Circle:

· EJ stated there were trees being removed by a tree removal company without a permit.  EJ stated the area is in WPA jurisdiction.  EJ stated that CM and JK went out to the site and EJ showed pictures to the Commission.
· DB stated that he and WLH went out and did a site visit on Sunday and stated the 100’ buffer goes thru the middle of 4 Scotch Pine Circle.  DB stated that EG also went out and looked at the site today.
· EG asked about what will be done with the brush?
· Chris Kelly stated that all the brush will be removed.
· CM stated that 18 trees have been removed; 10 Hemlock, 1 Black Birch, 2 Red Maple and 5 Red Oak.
· EJ stated the cleared area is proposed to make a play area with 10-12 Hemlock Trees to be planted.
· DB asked what the owner is going to do with the stumps.
· CK stated the stumps will be ground down at or below ground level.
· EJ stated the owner is proposing to remove an additional tree.
· CM stated that the additional tree is healthy.
· JK stated that the additional tree is totally crowned.  
· EJ asked if loam is going to be brought in?
· CK stated they were going to fill in bumpy spots with loam and seed.
· EJ asked if it will be seeded and flake hay.
· DB suggested that the owner contact EJ when he plans to plant the tree.
· CK suggested waiting a month.
· DB stated he will go on a site visit prior to the Commissions first meeting in June. 
· EG wanted to reinforce when trees are stumped that it gets chipped into a truck or on land, not into the wetland.
· DB asked EJ to send the owner an outline the basics of what was described tonight.
6 Scotch Pine Circle:

· Tim Bombard the owner of 6 Scotch Pine Circle asked about the tree removal process.  TM stated that he filed a tree removal permit that is not signed by an arborist.  
· EG suggested looking at the wetland flagging, marking off the 50’ to the wetland and then call an arborist to come and look at it.
83 Cricket Drive:

· EJ stated this is a request for the removal of 4 large Pine Trees 70-100’ tall.  EJ stated the person who inspected the trees is not certified but has 10 years experience with hazardous trees.
· JK stated that the removal of the trees don’t effect the water quality. 
There was Consensus amongst the Commission to remove the trees.
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing - (Public Hearing to open 4/15/2010) Request for Determination for the installation of a single family house and septic system at 290 Leadmine Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Thomas and Barbara Hitchcock.
· MF stated he does not have a copy of the newspaper add.
· EJ stated that it’s up to the Commission whether or not to open the Public Hearing without the newspaper add.

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DB to open the Public Hearing.

                     Vote:  3/0.

· MF showed the plans to the Commission and explained the septic system.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to issue a negative determination under the WPA and a positive determination under the local bylaw.

                    Vote: 3/0.
. 
7:45 PM Other Business (As Time Allows)
OLD BUSINESS
Trail Relocation @ Hein’s Farm:

· DB asked if the Commission wanted a site visit.  DB stated emergency equipment needs to be able to get in there and he is not sure where the relocation is.
Trail Markings at Leadmine - Event:

· EJ stated that the Trails Committee was asked if they would like to hang markers for the event at Leadmine and they don’t want to do any markings until the dam removal because there might be relocation of trails.  EJ stated her concern with the event is that she wants people to stay on the trails.  EJ stated there are 2 senior volunteers to hang the signs.
Consensus amongst the Commission to have the senior volunteers hang the signs for the event at Leadmine.
NEW BUSINESS

Update on WHIP Contract work at the Hein’s Conservation Land:
· EJ stated that she sent the Commission a copy of the letter that she sent to Mr. Nichols.  EJ stated that she spoke to Mr. Nichols this morning and he said in order to get the stumps out he would need to bring in large equipment.  EJ stated that Mr. Nichols contract states that the stumps are to be ground or removed with no heavy equipment involved.
· WLH asked how Mr. Nichols is gaining access.
· DB stated Mr. Nichols is gaining access thru the trail and over the footbridge.
Consensus  from the Commission including the Associate Members to hold Mr. Nichols to his contract.  
· CM suggested having the Trails Committee sign off once the bridge is repaired.
51 Streeter Road-Tree Cutting Expansion of Horse Paddock:

· DB stated there is no indication of tree cutting at 51 Streeter Road.
70 Holland Road:

· DB stated he saw no evidence of tree cutting near the Creek.
Tantasqua Shore Road:

· EJ stated she received a report that one tree was cut but hasn’t had a chance to get to the site.
Consensus amongst the Commission to table to the next Conservation meeting..

Sal’s Pizza:

· EJ stated that cutting had taken place on the site.  EJ stated that EG and CM went out and looked at the site.  EJ stated when she went out to the site she observed cutting on the bank and spoke to Greg Morse (DPW) and he indicated that National Grid was out doing tree cutting.
Consensus amongst the Commission to table this to the next Conservation meeting.. 
Brimfield Dam:
· DB stated that Conservation received complaints of tree cutting at the Brimfield Dam.  DB stated that he notified Tom Chamberland, a member of the Army Corps of Engineers who is the representative of the Conservation Commission.  DB stated according to TC in order to improve visibility to the boat launch area trees had to be cut.  DB stated that the ACE has the authority to do that.  DB stated that the ACE is going to rake, seed and put straw on top of the area in about two weeks.
· EG stated that cutting took place beyond the boundary line of MA Highway. 
The Preserve-Follow up:

· EJ stated that she has been looking into easements on The Preserve and she will speak with Jean Bubon (Town Planner) about enforcements.  EJ stated Opacum Land Trust would like to draft a letter in cooperation with the Town to notify residents in The Preserve about wetlands, buffers and conservation easements.
Consensus amongst the Commission to send a letter to the residents in The Preserve.

· DB stated he would like to send a letter to all three of the Moss properties because they have the same issues.
· EJ stated Opacum has offered to pay to send the letter.
Metal Detecting at Hein’s Farm:

· EJ stated she received an inquiry from Michael Gendreau about wanting to do metal detecting at Hein’s Farm.  EJ stated that MG indicated that the property would return to its existing condition.
· WLH suggested if anything is found of historical significance that MG let the Commission know for documentation.
Inquiry regarding abutter notifications for South Pond NOI filing:

· EJ stated she received inquiry from consultants doing filings for lake treatments at South Pond about contradictory information on the Town web site.  EJ stated on the web site it states that any work to be done on any parcel of land abutters within 200’ are to be notified.  EJ stated that the web site also indicates that the Commission requires abutters notice within 100’ to be notified.  EJ asked if the Commission is considering South Pond to be a parcel of land and would only the residents of Sturbridge be notified?
· DB stated that South Pond is not a parcel of land and jurisdictionally we can only carbon copy to the Commissions of other towns.
· EG stated he would forgo return receipt of abutter notification.
· EJ stated she will ask that notification be put in the paper of a Public Hearing with two separate insertions a week apart that work is taking place only in the town of Sturbridge.
Sturbridge Service Center:

· EJ stated she was asked tonight before the Conservation meeting by the Town Administrator and Ted Goodwin (Board of Selectman) to bring before the Commission for recommendation an issue at the Sturbridge Service Center at Route 131 and Hall Road.  EJ stated the SSC septic system has failed and they’re requesting sewer hookup from the Board of Selectman.  EJ stated the BOS will be reviewing the request at their meeting Tuesday evening.
· EG expressed concern with other violations on the site.
· WLH agreed with EG.
· DB stated he would like the Commission to be unanimous in favor of a sewer hookup vs. repairing the septic system.  DB stated a site visit can be established for other violations.
· EJ asked the Commission if they would like to send correspondence to the BOS stating that the Conservation Commission discussed this and doesn’t want to comment on the project.
· DB stated yes.
Request for Extension of ORAD
23 Hall Road-DEP #300-640:

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to give a two month extension for DEP# 300-640.
                     Vote:  3/0.

Request for Extension to Order of Conditions

Walker Pond-DEP #300-736:

· EJ stated she received a request for a 3 year extension for an Order of Conditions for DEP #300-736.
MOTION:  By JK, seconded by EG to extend the OOC for DEP #300-736.

                     Vote:  3/0.

Request for Minor Modifications to Order of Conditions

44 Shattuck Road-DEP # 300-794:

· EJ that the Commission has an existing Order of Conditions for the installation of a new well at 44 Shattuck Road.  EJ stated a test pump needs to be done for the Town Well which was omitted in the original plan.
MOTION:  By WLH, seconded by DB to amend a minor modification to the OOC at 44 Shattuck Road-DEP #300-794.

                     Vote:  3/0.

Enforcement Order:

94 Westwood Drive:

Consensus amongst the Commission to table this until a site visit can be done or an assessment can be done by an arborist.
22 Birch Street:

· EJ stated there is a tree hanging over a deck at 22 Birch Street and the owners feel this is a safety concern.  EJ stated that an arborist hasn’t looked at the tree and she did a site visit and showed pictures to the Commission.  EJ stated the canopy of the tree does not have buds on it.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DB to allow the tree to be removed.
Discussion:

· EG asked how close to the water is the tree?
· DB stated the tree is within 50’ from the water.
                     Vote:  3/0. 

Letter Permit

25 Preserve Way:

· EJ stated that she received a building permit for an above ground pool.  EJ stated she looked at the subdivision plans and discovered a depressed wetland: it’s a forested wetland, all grass and a thick line of Arborvitae partially within the 200’ buffer.
· WLH suggested pool pumps.
Consensus amongst the Commission to approve the Letter Permit.

Sign Permit

209 Charlton Road-DEP #300-842:

· EJ stated that she has concerns with the Order of Conditions for 209 Charlton Road with the ground water elevation.  EJ stated at the last meeting the question of ground water elevations was never answered and the issue of TSS removal credits was not addressed at multiple Public Hearings.  EJ stated at the last meeting the Commission was told that the ground level elevation was 7’ feet below the surface and Jalbot Engineering measured from the depth of Wendy’s detention basin.  EJ stated at the next hearing the Commission was told the ground water elevation was 6-18” below the surface elevation.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by WLH to reconsider the Commissions approval of the plan that was submitted for the 209 Charlton Road site.

                     Vote:  3/0.

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by EG to deny the application of 209 Charlton Road for lack of information.

Discussion:  

· DB stated the Commission needs test pit information, ground water elevation, a long term pollution plan, documentation of removal efficiency on the Cultec Chamber.  DB stated Jalbert Engineering presented TSS numbers for street sweepings and an e-mail from our agent stated there were clear indications that DEP profiles for TSS removal do not agree with interpretations that the Commission was given by the expert (Jalbert Engineering).
                       Vote:  3/0.
Land Use Applications

Open Space Report:

· EJ stated an application was submitted by the Hoy family and a narrative has been included on the proposal for Adopt a Trail.  EJ stated that a Boulder with the word believe carved in and “In Loving Memory of Eli Hoy” is being proposed.  EJ stated also included in the proposal is a contemplative ADA bench and if possible a trail marker at the beginning of the trail-Eli’s Way.
· DB suggested including a second stone with a poem by Mrs. Hoys father if applicable.
MOTION:  By EG, seconded by DB to approve the proposal as amended.

                     Vote:  3/0.

Army Corp and Sturbridge Trail Committee Day:

· EJ stated the Army Corp and Trails Committee will be doing a Trail cleanup on April 17, 2010 from 8:30 a.m.-12 noon.
Correspondence
MA Highway-Yearly Operational Plan:

· EJ stated that she received correspondence from MA Highway on their yearly operational plan.
Peter Mimeault:

· EJ stated that she received an e-mail from Peter Mimeault that indicates he is doing tree clearing.
Sherri Pelski:

· EJ stated she received an e-mail from Sherri Pelski who is working with Joe Belino from DEP working out issues on her property at Leadmine and Gladding Road.
Senior Municipal Service Program:

· EJ stated that two people have been approved to assist the Conservation Commission with the Senior Municipal Service Program.
 MOTION:  By EG, seconded by WLH to adjourn @ 10:35 p.m.

                      Vote: 3/0. 
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