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Sturbridge Senior Center 






6:15 P.M.

Present:  Kevin Macconnell, Brian Amedy, Alexandra Pifer, Joni Light, Dick Vaughn, Ann Linblad,   Michael Harrington

The Meeting was called to order at 6:26 P.M.

Old Business:   Meeting Minutes were read by the Clerk (MH ).   Minutes were amended to reflect the following:

-(Al) absent from voting of officers at first meeting.

(DV) made a motion to accept amended minutes.   The vote was 4 in favor (DV, MH, AL, AP) and 3 against (KM, BA, JL).    Minutes accepted.

New Business:

(KM) read to the board as well as handed out copies of “Roberts Rules of Order”, which is meant to establish an orderly manner for conducting business.

Treasurer’s Report (JL).  The board has approximately $89,000 which is derived from a percentage of the Hotel/Motel tax that is collected in Sturbridge.

Tom Creamer appeared before the board acting on behalf of the “Merchants of Sturbridge” requesting funding in the amount of $7,500 - $10,000 .  This is a group of approximately 100 merchants that have formed a cooperative effort in trying to bring more tourism/business to the town of Sturbridge.  Mr. Creamer was asking for the funding for the design and implementation of a website and other marketing materials.

Mr. Creamer addressed a number of different questions that were presented to him by a 

member (s) of the board.  (DV) mad a motion asking who submitted the questions.  (KM) responded that they had been submitted by the committee.  (AL) inquired as to which members of the board submitted questions.  (KM) ruled (AL) question out of order.  (AL) asked why (KM) ruled it out of order.  During a short recess, (DV) & (AL) withdrew the motion

(DV) motioned to grant $9,000 to the Merchants of Sturbridge group.    (MH) seconded the motion.
Vote was as follows:   4 in favor,  3 against.

(AL) in favor

(DV) in favor

(BA) in favor

(MH) in favor

(AP) against

(JL) against

(KM) against

Motioned granted.
Alix McNitt from the Central Mass South Chamber of Commerce appeared before the board requesting $14,700 to run the 20th annual Harvest Festival.  This amount includes all costs associated with the planning and execution of the event.  Alix termed it a “fee for service”.  Alix noted that approximately $7,000 will be returned to the STA  revolving fund from the proceeds of the rent that the various crafters pay for booth space.

Chris Rovezzi mentioned that he thought Alix did a great job running the event in the past.  He questioned if other merchants and those who may not be members of the Chamber would be allowed to rent a space.  Alix responded that, yes, they would be allowed (space permitting )
Patty Affenito questioned if the $14,700 included the fee for the children’s activities.  Alix responded by saying that it is run as part of the non – profit from RRI.

Linda Cocalis (BOH) stated that the permits are not changing.

(MH) made a motion to accept the proposal by the CMSCC.    (AL) seconded the motion.
Vote was as follows:  4 in favor, 3 against

(AL) in favor

(DV) in favor

(BA) in favor

(MH) in favor

(AP) against

(JL) against

(KM) against

Motioned granted.

Request from the Parks and Recreation Dept for funding of Concerts on the Common in the amount of $1,000.   All board members were in favor of this request.

Motion granted.

Bill Muir asked the board about the public restrooms that are adjacent to the info center.  (KM) stated that the board will not be accepting any motions for the bathrooms tonight, but noted that this will be put on the agenda soon. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:37pm

Respectfully submitted
Michael Harrington

