                                                          Town of Sturbridge

                                                          Sturbridge Tourist Association

                                                          Meeting Minutes

                                                          March 3,2010

                                                          Sturbridge Senior Center 6:30 PM

Present: Kevin MacConnell, Brian Amedy, Joni Light, Dick Vaughn, absent Michael Harrington and Alex Pifer

The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm

Old Business: The minutes of the last meeting were waived due to Michael Harrington's absence

New Business: Kevin MacConnell reminded the board of upcoming meetings for 2011 Budget with Finance Commitee on Mar 9th at 8:30 pm and Board of Selectman on March 15th, he will advise on time. He also informed the Board the Sturbridge Tourist Assoc is now on the Town's Insurance for Events. Joni Light read the Treasurer's report.

Calvin Montigney of the Tree Warden's Committee presented a proposal for $1500 for a Seedling Planting Program. After a long discussion in which Kevin MacConnell recommended the group seek additional funding from the Betterment Committee for their project and they might investigate a future community event around their project, Dick Vaughn motioned approval with Joni Light 2nd the motion. The Board voted 3-1 in favor with Kevin MacConnell oppossed and Dick Vaughn, Joni Light and Brian Amedy in favor. The money would be taken out of Special Events/Community Support.

Next was a proposal for a Sturbridge Maple Madness Event March 13th on the Town Common, in the amount of $2572 sponsered by Patricia Affenito, Sarah Heiser and Joni Light. Patty outlined the groups proposal and also indicated the Town's concerns for damage to the Town Common. After discussion Dick Vaughn made a motion to accept with Brian Amedy 2nd the motion. The Board voted 3-0 to accept with Dick Vaughn, Brian Amedy and Kevin MacConnell in favor and Joni Light abstaining.

The Board next heard from Alix McNitt of the Chamber of Commerce on a proposal for assist in funding the Information Center for the remainder of the 2010 fiscal year. There was a long discussion concerning town funding of a building which was not town owned and staffing of the Visitors Center. There was debate of the benefit's the Visitors Center has for Chamber versus non Chamber members. Kevin MacConnell did ask Alix if she could go back to her Board and see if any concessions could be made between non Chamber and Chamber members information at the Visitors Center. No decision was made on the proposal at this time.

Alix also had proposal's for 2011 Marketing and Harvest Festival, however the Board did table the proposal's a the 2011 budget had not yet been approved. 

Motion to adjourn at 9:05 pm by Dick Vaughn and unanimously accepted.

Brian Amedy

